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00:02:56 MAYOR HOY:

All right. Chair Nishiyoka, do we have any additions or 

deletions?

00:03:01 COUNCILOR NISHIOKA:

We do not have any additions or deletions for tonight. [Glances 

exchanged.] Yes, that'll be in the consent calendar.

00:03:14 MAYOR HOY:

Great.  Okay, we are moving on to council and city manager 

comment, and I'm going to take the opportunity to go first this 

evening.

[Additional discussion ommitted.]

00:15:14 MAYOR HOY:

Anybody else?  City Manager Nombery.

00:15:20 CITY MANAGER NAMBURI

Thank you, Madam Mayor.  I know there have been questions about 

the data center project in Salem.  And how this came about.  

The process that was followed.

And also the non-disclosure agreement. So what I would like to 

do today is to take a few minutes and just kind of walk you 

through the process of basically answering all those questions 

and also covering what the next steps are.

The company, Veris, V-E-R-R-U-S, released the city from the NDA 

late last week.  So, and also they publicly announced the 

project today.

So as a result, we are now able to share additional information 

about this project.  The company also launched a website it's 

oaklineatmillcreek.com.  The company, they actually launched 

the website I think like about an hour ago.
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And also an article about this project will be published in the 

Portland Business Journal tomorrow morning.  That's what we 

heard from the company.  So the initial inquiry came to the 

city through CEDCOR in March 2025.  So this was last year and 

as with many economic development opportunities CEDCOR 

connected the company with the city staff to determine whether 

Salem could be a suitable location for the project.  And when 

companies are evaluating potential locations for significant 

investments.  They often request confidentiality during the 

early stages of discussions.  This is a common practice in 

economic development.  Because companies may be evaluating 

multiple locations and are not ready to share information about 

their operations, technology, or investment levels.  So the 

city regularly works with prospective businesses through this 

type of process.  So these discussions typically involve the 

company, CEDCOR, Business Oregon, and the appropriate city 

staff.  And the purpose of these discussions is to understand 

whether the necessary infrastructure exists for the company to 

operate in that area, whether the type of use is allowed, and 

also whether there are opportunities or challenges that need to 

be addressed.  

So the NDA with the company was signed. So it was signed with 

the company's name is Veris.  The NDA was signed in late March 

2025.  And was handled consistent with our normal practice. 

Since then, since the signage of that non-disclosure agreement. 

the staff had one introductory meeting with the company 

followed by three technical meetings.

And those meetings are to understand the proposed site design, 
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possible transportation access, utilities that are needed for 

them to operate, environmental considerations and one 

additional conversation happened about a conservation easement 

for the preservation of heritage oak trees.

That is essentially the extent of the city's odd interaction 

with the company. To be completely transparent both the city 

and Veris agreed that we will release the details of those 

meetings publicly.  Now from the, as far as the project details 

are concerned.  Like I said, you are welcome to take a look at 

the website to kind of get more information about it.  But the 

project details.

The proposal is for a data center in the Mill Creek Corporate 

Center. And the property is zoned for industrial uses. And a 

data center is a permitted use.  From the economic impact 

perspective the company has indicated the potential for 75 

permanent high paying jobs, a private investment of 

approximately 5.1 billion.  And for context the city's current 

tax base is approximately 16.7 billion.  And the company's 

investment is 5.1 billion.

So based on the initial estimates this project could generate 

approximately 9 million annually for the city's general fund.  

And approximately 1.5 million annually for the community 

livability levy.

We have also been informed, I know there are a lot of questions 

about the water consumption, so we have also been informed that 

the proposed facility would be designed as a low water 

consumption data center.  Staff will carefully evaluate the 

project's water demand to ensure that it does not put City's 
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long term water needs at risk.

With electricity, On I know Wendy Valise from PGE is here.

20:57 [NAMBURI looks up from her papers and smiles out into the 

audience.]

But on July 7th, PGE became the first company to implement 

Oregon's power act delivering on its commitment to have growth 

pay for growth.

The Oregon public utility commission approved PGE's request to 

establish a separate rate structure for data centers. And under 

the new framework Costs related to growth are paid by the 

customers driving that growth.  And so as a result of this 

approval Data centers will see an average 29% increase in rates 

while residential customers are expected to see an average of 

1.3% decrease.

Varus, the company that is interested in coming to Salem. also 

participated in this rate structure with PGE.  So they 

participated in the rate structure discussions. And have been 

very supportive of the changes. There has been a public 

announcement about the PGE Rate structure, so I encourage you 

to kind of look at that.

So next steps at this point.  The city is evaluating the 

proposal. We're not advocating or approving it right now.  If 

the project moves forward, it will, the project will go through 

The city's normal planning development engineering utility and 

regulatory review process.  The city's role os to ensure that. 

both potential benefits and impacts are carefully evaluated, 

and any development, alliance with our communities, long-term 

interests.  We will also work with the company to develop a 
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community benefits agreement.  That provides meaningful 

benefits to the Salem community.  I was also encouraged to hear 

from the company that they're interested in making additional 

investments in projects and priorities that are important to 

Salem community.  I want to ensure that it's very important 

both to me and as well as our staff, that we carefully evaluate 

every aspect of this proposal and we do everything we can to 

identify. And mitigate any potential risks.So the city will 

also have our web page. Available tomorrow morning with a list 

of frequently questions, frequently asked questions and 

answers.

As additional information becomes available, we will continue 

to keep the council and the community informed on this. 

So thank you.

00:23:54 MAYOR HOY

Thank you, Madam city manager.  Anyone else have comment 

tonight?  All right then, we have two proclamations.

...

01:06:17.190 KATHLEEN TREPA

Kathleen Trepa, Ward 7.

With regard to the extensive comments provided by the City 

Manager this evening about the proposed data center project, I 

would strongly urge staff to bring that project back as an 

agenda item on a future project.

The city has a comprehensive agenda that is properly noticed so 

that the public has an opportunity to provide some input at the 

front end as well.  I came here tonight to talk about whether 
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or not Betsy Vega met the residency requirements listed in the 

Salem City Charter to run for Ward 6 Counselor

...

01:18:30 MAYOR HOY

Debbie Debbie Robley and Rachel Atchison it's already on your 

one more time sorry 

DEBBIE ROBLEY

good evening I am the last person that I ever expected to be 

speaking in front of city council.  I am here in opposition to 

data centers and i do believe that it's very important that 

this be put on a public agenda for future meetings.  I have 

been watching what has been happening nationally and even local 

in hillsborough regarding data centers they use they do not 

they make a lot of promises to the community that they do not 

follow through on they use more water they poison the water. 

There have been already been a settlement in the state of 

oregon regarding water that was poisoned by a data center, they 

use a lot of electricity and it affects everybody's bills 

around them i think that water is a tremendous asset to our 

system but i just think it's really important that we do not 

sell our water to people that live in the city but i think 

that's especially important because oregon is already in a 

drought state we are already having problems with water in the 

city of salem we don't need a data center to take our water 

water is life and there are droughts all over the united states 

of america right now and we need to really think about how 

precious that resource is additionally it has been noted that 

bees the sounds emitted by data centers are affecting bees and 
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their ability to navigate it's affecting birds it also is 

affecting animals that have stillborn babies that are not 

having babies there's a lot to data centers that we really 

really need to look at before we put one into our community.  

Hillsboro i don't know if you've seen they have been in the 

news repeatedly about the noise that has been generated to 

these data centers and the livability issues from that sound 

it's 24 7 it never stops and i'm sorry i didn't have a speech 

prepared i'm just here speaking from my heart but i believe 

that it is very important that we do not have a data center in 

salem i understand that there are a lot of jobs in construction 

that is the biggest big big cell with every data center that 

has been built in the united states and then once the data 

center is there it is not helping the community in the way that 

the data center has said that it is going to we have 147 data 

centers in oregon why do we need so many knowing what they are 

doing to our environment to the water to the air to the animals 

and what is the impact on people we don't even know yet so i 

think we really really really need to think about this and it 

needs to be put on a public agenda for everyone in salem to be 

able to have their voice 

01:21:40  MAYOR HOY:

thank you for your testimony. Rachel Atchison and Paul Elder

RACHEL ATCHISON

 hi there rachel atchison ward three um i did not know that  

agenda the first i heard of this was that my neighborhood 

association on wednesday and my counselor mr matthews said that 
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uh that the city was negotiating with a company about a data 

center so that was um that was uh surprising to me and i didn't 

have any chance to prepare anything so i'm just sitting here 

doing a little bit of searching um so varus is google so it's 

an alphabet company so uh varus is a name uh used with tesla as 

part of a utilized coalition apparently um and they do a lot of 

green washing saying things like hey we're low water 

consumption and we're putting back into the grid and all these 

things that make it sound um really good so anyway um with a 

little more time and preparation and items on the agenda i'm 

sure that you'll have a lot more community response i have 

great respect for our carpenters and electricians and the 

unions and all these workers here tonight and of course i am in 

favor of good paying jobs but the thing is it's a few years you 

get good jobs you get good money for a few years and then we 

have to live with this crap for forever i mean it yeah it's 

just like think about the whole community i understand that it 

would address the council for you for that for them i'm sorry 

anyway uh just do a little bit of research uh i guess now varus 

is suing the state of michigan as well as the state of the 

state of the state of the state of the state of the state as 

well as the lion township because um uh the community members 

have have put up a big opposition to a proposed project in 

their um in their city and uh they're so hell-bent on building 

it that now they're like wanting to sue the city and the state 

of michigan so i don't think you're getting in with good 

bedfellows so just be very very careful um you know as you 

proceed uh and then just a few other things that i've just 
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known that like um yeah i think that's what i wanted to say is 

that the state of michigan has been dumping toxic metals back 

into the water sources the one in the dowels uh has tripled the 

water use that they said they were going to use so this is how 

much water we're going to use and then now they're using triple 

that what they said you know their initial promises were so 

these companies lie they want to get these built and they want 

to get these built to take away jobs so the end result is that 

they take away good paying jobs from people because they 

automate them and ai is taking away our critical thinking 

skills our doctors you're saying oh they're being used in 

hospitals doctors using ai are losing their skills there's 

nothing good about ai there's nothing good to come of it so we 

can say we want the money we'll build these things but is it 

the is it the right thing to be building and i'm sorry that i 

wasn't prepared or more eloquent but i'll be back 

01:24:54    MAYOR HOY

thank you for your testimony paul elder paul elder and dominic 

de piero
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Screenshot from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uG_6Ov9Vzw 

showing agenda and time milestones.
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      192.640 Public notice required; special notice for executive sessions or special or 

emergency meetings. (1) The governing body of a public body shall provide for and give public 

notice, reasonably calculated to give actual notice to interested persons including news media 
which have requested notice, of the time and place for holding regular meetings. The notice shall 
also include a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be considered at the meeting, but this re -
quirement shall not limit the ability of a governing body to consider additional subjects.

      (2) If an executive session only will be held, the notice shall be given to the members of the 
governing body, to the general public and to news media which have requested notice, stating the 
specific provision of law authorizing the executive session.
      (3) No special meeting shall be held without at least 24 hours’ notice to the members of the 
governing body, the news media which have requested notice and the general public. In case of an 
actual emergency, a meeting may be held upon such notice as is appropriate to the circumstances, but 
the minutes for such a meeting shall describe the emergency justifying less than 24 hours’ notice. 
[1973 c.172 4; 1979 c.644 3; 1981 c.182 1]
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Screenshot of video ( 17:03.046), see 
https://www.youtube.com/live/7uG_6Ov9Vzw?si=lPM_iPQ9cK43TJB8&t=1023
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Screenshot of video ( 1:32:35)
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“Salem residents can comment on data center at July 27 Salem City 
Council meeting“, Salem Reporter, July 17, 2026.
https://www.salemreporter.com/2026/07/17/salem-residents-can-
comment-on-data-center-at-july-27-salem-city-council-meeting/
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